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Ammunition Container 

Background of the Present Invention 

Field of Invention 

The present invention relates to an ammunition carrier, and more particularly to 
an ammunition container comprising a magazine retaining device adapted to securely 
hold at least a magazine in the ammunition container while the bullets are allowed to 
extract from the magazines. 

Description of Related Arts 

Many accessories have been developed for better use of firearms. Efforts have 
been dedicated to the development of ammunition containers in order to carry more 
bullets when using the firearm. Conventionally, an ammunition container may be made 
as a pocket or pouch that includes a storage space in which bullets are freely stored 
without arrangement. A flap of some sort is provided to enclose the storage space and 
prevent the bullets from dropping off from the container. A user may carry the container 
for supply of ammunition when he is using his firearms. 

One disadvantage of the aforementioned ammunition container is that the 
bullets are very easily to drop off from the container when the flap is opened for retrieval 
of bullets, because the bullets are randomly disposed without any restriction within the 
pouch. Another disadvantage is that those randomly disposed bullets do not make the 
best use of the storage space of the container. One conventional solution to the 
disadvantages is to arrange the bullets within a magazine, which is then put in a pouch or 
attached to other harness. One example can be found in U.S. Patent No. 5,265365, in 
which a row of slots are formed on a piece of leather to be attached to a rifle stock. In 
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this case, bullets are independently inserted in the slots so that bullets are better held 
therein so that extracting one bullet from the slot would not easily cause other ones 
dropping off to the ground. 

5 While the abovementioned design better arranges bullets in a row of slots, the 

conventional art provides rather limited bullet supply. Given the length of a standard 
rifle stock, not too many bullet slots can be made on the piece of leather for attaching 
thereto. As a result, the design carries only a few numbers of bullets. In other words, it 
may burden a user with the necessity of bring an extra ammunition container for his 
10 bullet supply. 



A conventional approach to addressing this issue includes a magazine having 
many slots in which bullets are inserted and an easy-carried container for storage of the 
magazine. Slots are formed in the magazine for receiving the bullets. They are long and 
15 tight enough to firmly store the bullets, and short enough to expose the end portions of 
the bullets outside the magazine. The user may easily extract the bullets from the 
magazine by gripping the end portion of the bullets. The capacity of the magazine may 
go from several bullets to several tens of bullets. More than one of those magazines may 
be put in a pouch that is enclosed with a flap that prevents the bullets from dropping off. 

20 

One drawback of the conventional approach happens when retrieving the 
bullets. In order to hold the bullets in the magazines, the bullet slots are tight enough to 
provide friction. As one bullet is extracted from the magazine, the friction between the 
slot and the bullets usually pulls the whole magazine along with the movement of the 
25 bullets being extracted. This may cause the magazine inadvertently falling from the 
pouch to the ground. 



In view of the above, what is needed is an ammunition container that can store 
many bullets in an organized way, wherein the bullets are easily extracted from a 
30 magazine of some sort without pulling up the magazine along with the bullet being 
extracted. 
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Summary of the Present Invention 



A main object of the present invention is to provide an ammunition container 
with a magazine retaining device that retains magazines within a pouch of the 
ammunition container while allowing the bullets in the magazines being extracted 
therefrom. 



Another object of the present invention is to provide an ammunition container 
with a magazine retaining device accommodating the various thickness and number of 
the magazines stored in the pouch of the ammunition container. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide ammunition container, 
wherein the magazine retaining device does not significantly alter the original structural 
design of the ammunition container, so as to minimize the manufacturing cost of the 
ammunition container incorporating with the magazine retaining device. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an ammunition container 
with a magazine retaining device that retains the magazines within the pouch of the 
ammunition container in a balanced way in order to avoid unwanted movement of the 
magazines when bullets are extracted therefrom. 



Another object of the present invention is to provide an ammunition container 
with a magazine retaining device that provides various degrees of retaining bias against 
the top edge of the magazine stored in the pouch of the ammunition container. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an ammunition container 
with attaching means that is capable of mounting the container to a rifle stock. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an ammunition container 
with mounting means that is capable of mounting the container to a user's body or battle 
load carrying harness. 



Accordingly, in order to accomplish the above objects, the present invention 
discloses an ammunition container for holding a magazine with slots receiving bullets 
therein. The ammunition container comprises a pouch, elongated element and fastening 
unit. The pouch is essentially constituted of a back wall and front wall that define a 
storage cavity with an opening for receiving the magazine loaded with the bullets. The 
elongated element has a fixed end secured within the storage cavity and a free end 
adapted to extending over the storage cavity toward the front side of the front wall, 
wherein the elongated element has a width adapted for slidably passing through a gap 
between two bullets held on the magazine. The fastening unit is provided on the front 
side of the pouch to detachably fix the free end of the elongated element thereon. As a 
result, the elongated element and fastening unit may substantially retain the magazine in 
such a way that the bullets are capable of being extracted from the magazine while 
keeping the magazine retained in the pouch. 



These and other objectives, features, and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent from the following detailed description, the accompanying 
drawings, and the appended claims. 



Brief Description of the Drawings 



The present disclosure will be more clearly understood after reference to the 
following detailed specification is read in conjunction with the drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an ammunition container according to one 
preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the abovementioned ammunition container 
according to the preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is perspective view of the abovementioned ammunition container with 
attaching means that secures the container on a rifle stock; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the abovementioned ammunition container with 
attaching means that secures the container to battle load carrying harness according to 
one preferred embodiment; and 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the abovementioned ammunition container with 
attaching means that secures the container to battle load carrying harness according to 
another preferred embodiment. 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the abovementioned ammunition container with 
attaching means that secures the container to battle load carrying harness according to 
another preferred embodiment. 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the abovementioned ammunition container with 
attaching means that secures the container to battle load carrying harness according to 
another preferred embodiment. 



Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 
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Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, an ammunition container according to one of the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention is shown. The ammunition container 
includes, but not limited to, a pouch 10, magazine retaining device 20 and shielding flap 



30. 



The pouch 10 comprises a front wall 1 1 and a back wall 12 overlapped thereon 
to define a top opening 14 and a storage cavity 13 between the front wall 1 1 and the back 
wall 12 to communicate with the top opening 14. 



One or more magazines 1 that include a plurality of slots 16 in which bullets 2 
are inserted can be stored within the storage cavity 13 of the pouch 10. The bullets 2 are 
so disposed in the slots 16 that a top portion of each bullet is exposed outside the 
magazine 1, wherein a bullet gap 3 is formed between each two the top potions of the 
bullets 2. A user may easily extract the bullets 2 from the magazine 1 simply by gripping 
15 their top portions. 



Magazine retaining device 20 comprises an elongated element 21 and fastening 
unit 22, which is constituted of a first fastening element 221 and a second fastening 
element 222. 

The elongated element 21, according to the preferred embodiment, has an 
affixing end 21 1 extended from the storage cavity 13 of the pouch 10 and a free end 212 
extended towards a front side of the front wall 1 1 across the storage cavity 13. 

The fastening unit 22 comprises a first fastener 221 provided at the front side of 
the front wall 1 1 and a second fastener 222 formed at the free end 212 of the elongated 
element 21 to detachably fasten with the first element 221 so as to retain a width of the 
top opening 14 of the pouch 10 for securely locking up the magazine 1 therein. 
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In a preferred embodiment, the first and second fasteners 221, 222 of the 
fastening unit 22 are hook and loop fasteners in which the fist fastener 221 has a rough 
surface and the second fastener 222 has a soft surface, or vice versa. It is obvious that the 
that the fastening unit 22 can also be other types of fasteners, such as buttons, toggles, 
buckles and snaps, without departing the spirit of the present invention. 

The elongated element 21 has a width narrow enough to pass through the bullet 
gap 3 of the bullets 2 and a length long enough to enable the first fastener 221 to reach 
the second fastener 222 on the front side of the pouch 10. Once the first fastener 221 is 
attached to the second fastening element 222, the elongated element 21 retains the 
magazines 1 within the storage cavity 13 of the pouch 10 without interrupting the 
extraction of the bullets 2. 



As shown in Fig. 1, the second fastener 222, having an elongated shaped, is 
transversely extended on the front side of the front wall 1 1 such that the first fastener 221 
is selectively fastened along the second fastener 222 to adjust the width of the top 
opening 14 of the storage cavity 13 via the elongated element 21 so as to securely hold 
the magazine 1 in the storage cavity 13. Therefore, when two or more magazines 2 are 
received in the storage cavity 13, the free end 212 of the elongated element 21 is adapted 
to across the storage cavity 13 and is affixed on the front side of the front wall 1 1 via the 
fastening unit 22 to adjust the width of the top opening 14 that the elongated element 21 
passes through the bullet gaps 3 to bias on the top edges of the magazines 1 so as to lock 
up the magazines 1 within the storage cavity 13. 

In other words, due to adjustment of the relative positions between the first 
fastener 221 and the second fastener 222 along a longitudinal direction, the elongated 
element 21 is able to accommodate the magazines 1 of different numbers and thickness 
by varying the length of the elongated element 21 that traverses the storage cavity 13. 
Moreover, the adjustment of the relative positions of the first and second fasteners 221 
and 222 may better press the elongated element 21 against the top edges of the magazines 
1 so as to better keep them in the pouch. 



In a preferred embodiment, the fixed end 211 of the elongated element 21 is 
substantially secured in the middle of the inner surface of the back wall 12, from which a 
pair of strings passes through the bullet gaps 3 over the top edges of the magazines 1. It 
is noted that the elongated element 21 may be constituted of one or more than two strings 
that are fixed to any different locations within the storage cavity 13 rather than the middle 
part, without departing from the spirit of the present invention. 

Alternatively, the elongated element 22 comprises an elastic band for providing 
an elastic retaining force against the top edge of the magazine 1 when the first fastener 
221 is detachably fastened with the second fastener 222. Therefore, the elongated 
element 22 is adapted to be pulled to prolong the length thereof to selectively adjust the 
width of the top opening 14 of the storage cavity 13. In the preferred embodiment, the 
elongated element 21 applies elastic retaining force approximately to the geographic axis 
of the magazines 1. Thus, it helps to maintain the magazines 1 in a balanced way in the 
pouch 1 0 when the bullets 2 are being extracted therefrom. 

The shielding flap 30 is extended from the back wall 12 of the pouch 10 to 
enclose the storage cavity 13. The flap 30 may be an integral part of the back wall 12, or 
a foreign piece of material attached thereto. Two connectors, which include a first 
connector 31 and second connector 32, are provided to the shielding flap 30 and the front 
wall 11 respectively. Connecting the first and second connectors 31, 32 together, the 
shielding flap 30 encloses the storage cavity 13 to better protect the bullets 2 from dusts 
outside the pouch 10 and prevent they dropping off therefrom while transportation. In a 
preferred embodiment, the first and second connectors 31, 32 are a buckle plug and a 
buckle socket respectively. It is noted that the fastener may be buttons, toggles, buckles, 
snaps and zippers, without departing the spirit of the present invention. It is worth to 
mention that during combat situation, the user is able to open up the storage cavity 13 to 
expose the bullets 2 wherein the magazine 1 is securely locked up within the storage 
cavity 13 via the magazine retaining device 20 while the user is able to rapidly extract the 
bullet 2 from the magazine 1 . 
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Referring to FIG. 3, the ammunition container can be mounted to a rifle stock 
40 via an attaching means 50 for better utilization of the present invention. The attaching 
means 50 has ballistic boundaries 51 along the axis of which the attaching means 50 is 
5 adapted for folding around the spine 41 of the rifle stock 40. Fastening means is 
provided to secure the attaching means around the rifle stock 40 so that a user may easily 
extract bullets 2 from the magazine 1 within the pouch 10 as he is using the rifle. 
Because the fastening means may be had according to conventional ways, detailed 
illustrations are therefore not provided. 

10 

Besides mounting the ammunition container to a rifle stock, the attaching means 
60, as an alternative mode, can further mounting the ammunition container to a user's 
body or battle load carrying harness, such as holsters, thigh rigs, vests, belts, packs and 
travel cases. Referring to FIG. 4, the attaching means 60 is a hook-and-loop fastener, 

15 wherein the hook fastener 62 is formed on the back of pouch 10 and the loop fastener 64 
is formed on the surface of a vest 66, or vice versa. The pouch 10 is readily attached to 
and detached from the vest 66, thereby improving its ammunition-carrying capability. As 
an alternative, the attaching means could be a set of straps 68 so attached onto different 
areas of the pouch 10 that together they form a mechanism that allows the pouch 10 being 

20 moveably mounted to a user's body or other battle load carrying harness. 

Similarly, referring to FIG. 5, the attaching means is a set of snaps 70. Several 
engaging parts 72 of snaps 70 are attached on the back wall 12 of the pouch 10 and the 
corresponding receiving parts 74 of the snaps 70 are attached on the surface of vest 66. 

25 The number of the pairs of the receiving parts 72 and engaging parts 74 should be more 
than one so that when the pouch 10 is attached to the vest 66 unwanted movement 
between the pouch 10 and the vest 66 can therefore be avoided. In the preferred 
embodiment, four pairs of snaps 70 are provided in a square arrangement in substantially 
consideration of the mass center of pouch 10. As a result, when the pouch 10 contains 

30 magazines and bullets, it can still be attached to the vest 66 in a balanced way. 
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Referring to FIG. 6, another alternative of the attaching means is illustrated. 
The attaching means comprises a pair of webbings 80 with its top and bottom edges 82 
and 84 sewn on the back wall 12 of pouch 10 to form a loop between each webbings 80 
and the back wall 12. The loop 86 is loose enough to allow a belt or strap passing 
through, and tight enough to fix the pouch 10 on the belt or strap without substantial 
unwanted relative movement therebetween. In addition, when the belt or strap is attached 
to a user's body, the tension between the body and the belt or strap will tighten the 
attachment between the pouch 10 and the belt or body. 

Referring to FIG. 7, another alternative of the attaching means is illustrated. 
The attaching means is an ALICE clip 90, which comprises a frame 91, shown as the 
broken lines, and gate element 94. The frame 91 has an elongated shape with a bent 
receiving end 93 with receiving slot 96 formed thereon. The pouch 10 has a patch 98 
with its left and right edges sewn on the back wall 12 to from an elongated passage 
between the patch 98 and the back wall 12 for receiving the ALICE clip 90. The frame 
91 is inserted in the elongate passage with its receiving end 93 exposing from the patch 
98. The gate door 92 is adapted to slid up to open the gate element 94 for allowing a belt 
or strap to slid therethrough. Then, the gate door 92 can be pushed down to the receiving 
slot 96 to close the gate 94 to lock the pouch 10 on the belt or strap. 

One skilled in the art will understand that the embodiment of the present 
invention as shown in the drawings and described above is exemplary only and not 
intended to be limiting. 

It will thus be seen that the objects of the present invention have been fully and 
effectively accomplished. It embodiments have been shown and described for the 
purposes of illustrating the functional and structural principles of the present invention 
and is subject to change without departure form such principles. Therefore, this invention 
includes all modifications encompassed within the spirit and scope of the following 
claims. 



10 



